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Visit us on the WEB:                                                                       

LIAFA.ORG 

Visit us on FACEBOOK:                                                                        

Long Island Air Force Association – LIAFA 

Email us at: LIafa202@gmail.com 

Newsletter editor: Steven Latus 
 

 

President’s Message 

I realize this message is largely a reprise of the one from last quarter’s 

newsletter, but I felt it was worth repeating. 

The Long Island Air Force Association is still looking for current Long Island 

Vietnam veterans who wish to receive a Vietnam 50th Anniversary 

Commemorative Medal at one of our upcoming ceremonies. To date we 

have held 22 Vietnam 50th Anniversary Vietnam Medal Ceremonies and 

have presented medals to over 700 veterans. 

The requirements are: 

• Served in Vietnam or theater of operations in any branch of the 

military as per Form DD214 

• Currently living on Long Island 

• Can attend the ceremony (medals are presented only at the 

ceremony; they are not mailed) 

We would like to invite all our members to show their support and to join 

their comrades at these upcoming events. We know that some of you 

may be unable to attend, but if you would like to help, you may donate 

to the chapter and support these programs. 
 
Donations can be sent to: 
 
Long Island Air Force Association 

Fred Di Fabio, President 

67 Pacific Dunes Court 

Medford, NY 11763 

 

Medal applications can be downloaded from our website at LIAFA.org. 

CALENDAR OF LIAFA EVENTS 2018 

 

Vietnam Medal Ceremonies: 

Thu, Jul 12, 2018 

Shootout for Soldiers at Town of 

Oyster Bay Field of Dreams 

Massapequa 

5:00 PM 

 

Sat, Sep 22, 2018 

Cradle of Aviation 

Garden City 

11 AM 

 

Sat, Nov 3, 2018 

American Airpower Museum 

Farmingdale 

11:30 AM 

 

 

Annual Pearl Harbor Memorial 

Ceremony (Dropping of the Roses): 

Fri, Dec. 7, 2018 

American Airpower Museum 

Farmingdale 

10:30 AM 

Chapter Officers 
Fred Di Fabio President 

Steven Latus Vice President 

Ray Donnelly VP Corporate 

 Development 

Kenneth J. Nevor VP Media and 

 Communications 

Cathy Ward Secretary 

Bill Stratemeier Treasurer 

Apr-Jun 2018 
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Other Upcoming Events, Meetings and Programs 

 

Veteran Peer Night 

Every Tuesday, 6:30 PM to 9 PM at Veteran Activity Center, 2184 Pond Road, Ronkonkoma. Hosted 

by Boots on the Ground NY: http://www.bootsonthegroundny.com and also on Facebook. Some 

weeks the group may go to outside activities, bowling, movies, adventure park, etc. so please check 

event each week, or call the VAC and leave a message at (631) 615-2200. No paperwork, no fees, 

no membership, completely confidential. 

 

Female Veteran Peer Night (female vets only) 

Every Thursday, 6 PM to 8 PM at Veteran Activity Center, 2184 Pond Road, Ronkonkoma. Hosted by 

Boots on the Ground NY. Some weeks the group may go to outside activities, bowling, movies, 

adventure park, etc. so please check event each week, or call the VAC and leave a message at 

(631) 615-2200. No paperwork, no fees, no membership, completely confidential. 

 

Food Pantry Drive and Care Package Supply Collection 

On the third Saturday of each month, 10 AM to 3 PM at Veteran Activity Center (VAC), 2184 Pond 

Road, Ronkonkoma. Hosted by Boots on the Ground NY. 

 

Military Appreciation Tuesdays by Long Island Cares 

Every Tuesday from 9 AM to 5 PM at their Huntington Station, Freeport and Lindenhurst locations. On 

the first visit, veterans receive a 5-day supply of food. On subsequent visits, veterans receive a 3-day 

supply of food. For more information, please call Michael Haynes at (631) 824-6386. 

 

Veterans Summer Stand Down 

Tuesday, July 10, 2018, 10 AM to 2 PM at the Freeport Armory located at 63 Babylon Turnpike, Freeport 

(just west of the Meadowbrook Parkway interchange). All services for veterans are FREE of charge at 

the event. VA Benefits Counseling, Support Services, Health Screenings, Legal Assistance, Clothing, 

Haircuts, Food Distribution, Representatives from County, State and Federal Agencies and a Free 

Summer BBQ. Call (516) 572-6565 or email resposito1@nassaucountyny.gov. 

 

“Honoring Our Hometown Heroes” Annual Philharmonic Concert in the Park 

Saturday, July 14 from 8 PM to 10 PM at Heckscher State Park in East Islip. $10 donation per vehicle 

collected from 5 PM to 8 PM (the concert itself is FREE). Patrons can enjoy the soothing sounds of 

classical music performed by the Long Island Concert Orchestra, led by world-renowned 

conductor  David Stewart Wiley and a fireworks display at the conclusion of the concert. For more 

information, please call (631) 669-1000. 

 

Salute to Veterans 

Saturday, August 4, 2018, 6:30 PM at Eisenhower Park, Harry Chapin Lakeside Theater (Parking Fields 

6 and 6A). Salute to Veterans will honor five people in the veterans’ community, who have devoted 

their time and lives to helping Long Island veterans. After the honorees receive their recognition and 

awards, the concerts will start. The bands for the event will be “Voices for Veterans” and “Desert 

Highway” (Eagles Cover Band). Please join us at Eisenhower Park to honor all military veterans past 

and present. 

 

Nassau County 5K/10K Run for Veterans 

Saturday, August 25, 9 AM to 12 PM at Eisenhower Park. The Nassau County Veterans Service Agency 

presents a Charity Veterans 5k/10k Walk & Run to help Long Island veterans in need. All donations 

and race registration fees will provide direct assistance to all local veterans. This immediate assistance 

will help veterans with physical disabilities, housing/rent assistance, utility bills, child day care and 

overall positive health. Every donation goes entirely to the veteran community. 

 

http://www.bootsonthegroundny.com/
mailto:resposito1@nassaucountyny.gov
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General Needs Ltd. 

Located in Northport, this is a nonprofit organization that distributes NEW clothing as well as personal 

items such as toiletries to needy veterans on a monthly basis. If you would like to donate, volunteer, 

sponsor a distribution or if your business or organization would like to assist General Needs (or if you 

would just like more information), please call president and founder Lonnie Sherman at (516) 672-9595 

or email him at LonnieSherman@GeneralNeeds.org. Visit their website at www.GeneralNeeds.org or 

go to their Facebook page. General Needs was presented with the “Service to the Armed Forces 

Hero” award on June 15 at the “Long Island Heroes Among Us” American Red Cross Gala at 

Eisenhower Park in East Meadow. A calendar of future events is on their website. 

 

VetsWork by Long Island Cares 

This program provides help for veterans seeking employment by assisting with creating a resume, 

writing a cover letter, learning interview skills and more. For more information, please call Fern Summer 

at (631) 824-6385 (email at fsummer@licares.org) or Michael Haynes at (631) 824-6386. 

 

§ 
 

“Walls of Honor” Ceremony at Eisenhower Park 

Several thousand people were in attendance on June 23 as nearly 300 veterans’ names were added 

to the walls. World War II Marine Corps veteran Angelo Ciotta, president of the Iwo Jima Survivors of 

New York, was honored with a plaque and citation for his tireless work honoring veterans, including 

being a driving force behind the development and maintenance of the park’s Veterans Memorial 

Plaza, the Veterans Museum located in the Veterans Tower and the park’s 9/11 Memorial. 

 

 
Angelo Ciotta (with cane) with Nassau County Executive Laura Curran to his right 

http://www.generalneeds.org/
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Angelo's plaque presented by the Nassau County Veterans Monument Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know . . . that Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport is named after Lt. 

Commander Edward Henry “Butch” O’Hare, a World War II Medal of Honor winner? On February 20, 

1942 he single-handedly warded off an attack against his ship, the aircraft carrier USS Lexington, by 

an attacking wave of eight Japanese bombers, shooting down three of them and damaging two 

more. The remaining attackers did manage to drop their bombs, but none hit the Lexington. You may 

already know this, but what you may not know is that Butch O’Hare was the son of Eddie “Easy Eddie” 

O’Hare, who was an attorney and business partner of the infamous Chicago gangster Al Capone. 

Unfortunately for Capone, Eddie O’Hare later became an informant for the Internal Revenue Service 

and provided key information that resulted in Capone being convicted of income tax evasion and 

sent to prison in 1933. 
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From Newsday, May 28, 2018 / Story by Lisa L. Colangelo: 

 

Family visits fallen airman's memorial for first time 
 

Air Force Lt. Harry Schmitt’s family only recently learned of a white cross at the post’s Garden of 

Remembrance. 

 
The Woodhaven American Legion pays tribute to Air Force Lt. Harry Schmitt, who vanished at age 23 during a 1958 

incident. Photo Credit: Lisa L. Colangelo 

When 23-year-old Air Force Lt. Harry Schmitt went missing during a flight over the Atlantic Ocean in 

1958, his Queens community mourned. 

 

His family moved to Long Island after the tragedy and never knew Schmitt’s name had been 

placed on a white cross and added to the American Legion Post 118’s Garden of Remembrance in 

Woodhaven. 

 

For the first time since learning about the memorial, Schmitt’s family returned to Woodhaven for a 

Memorial Day tribute to their relative and other fallen veterans. 

 

“It’s wonderful to think, after all (the) years, somebody remembered him,” said Schmitt’s sister, 

Margaret Bowmaster, of Farmingdale. “I hadn’t heard his name mentioned outside the family for 60 

years.” 

 

Bowmaster’s son, Patrick Bowmaster, learned about the memorial about a year ago while 

researching a book he plans to write about his uncle. He connected with Ed Wendell, of the 

Woodhaven Cultural and Historical Society, who worked with The American Legion to add a 

special dedication to Schmitt in its annual Memorial Day ceremony. 
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“We’re very honored that he hasn’t been forgotten,” said Patrick Bowmaster, who traveled from 

Massachusetts with his wife, Donna, and 8-year-old daughter, Abby, for the event. “And I tell my 

daughter we have a hero in the family because he gave his life for the country.” 

 

Schmitt was remembered as a promising scholar and athlete whose name and achievements 

appeared frequently in the local newspapers. He was an outstanding cadet, musician and star 

baseball player at Franklin K. Lane High School and Queens College. 

 

“He could do anything; he was such a versatile guy,” said Margaret Bowmaster, who was just 19 

years old when her brother went missing. “It’s painful because he had so much promise.” 

 

Family members said Schmitt was based at the Air Force Base in Dover, Delaware, and served as a 

navigator. 

 

While on a routine flight, the pilot and Schmitt were sent up to intercept and identify a plane. The 

pilot heard a noise, and thinking there was engine trouble, told Schmitt to eject from the plane, 

according to Patrick Bowmaster. 

 

The pilot survived, but Schmitt’s body was never recovered. 

 

Margaret Bowmaster’s husband, Albert, who was in the Air Force at the time, remembered hearing 

the bulletin about the tragic accident. 

 

“I did not know my wife at that time, but I took note of it,” he said. 

 

Supporting families like the Bowmasters is important, according to John Lawless, the vice 

commander of Woodhaven Post 118. 

 

“For them, every day is Memorial Day,” Lawless said. 

 

§ 
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From NASA press release 18-054 dated June 15, 2018 / Updated June 18, 2018 / Editor: 

Sean Potter: 

 

Record-Setting NASA Astronaut Peggy Whitson Retires 
 

 
 
NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson, who holds the U.S. record for most cumulative time in space, is retiring 

from the agency, effective Friday.  

“Peggy Whitson is a testament to the American spirit,” said NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine. “Her 

determination, strength of mind, character, and dedication to science, exploration, and discovery 

are an inspiration to NASA and America. We owe her a great debt for her service and she will be 

missed. We thank her for her service to our agency and country.” 

Whitson, a native of Beaconsfield, Iowa, first came to NASA in 1986 as a National Research Council 

Resident Research Associate at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston. She served in a number 

of scientific roles, including project scientist for the Shuttle-Mir Program and co-chair of the 

U.S.-Russian Mission Science Working Group, before her selection to the astronaut corps in 1996.  

“It has been the utmost honor to have Peggy Whitson represent our entire NASA Flight Operations 

team,” said Brian Kelly, director of Flight Operations at Johnson. “She set the highest standards for 

human spaceflight operations, as well as being an outstanding role model for women and men in 

America and across the globe. Godspeed, Peg.” 
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As an astronaut, Whitson completed three long-duration missions to the International Space Station, 

setting records on each. She made her first trip in 2002 as part of Expedition 5, during which she took 

part in 21 science investigations and became NASA’s first space station science officer. In 2008, 

Whitson returned on Expedition 16 and became the first female commander of the space station. 

During her most recent mission, spanning Expeditions 50, 51 and 52 from November 2016 to 

September 2017, Whitson became the first woman to command the space station twice (Expedition 

51). She also claimed the title for most spacewalks by a woman – 10 spacewalks totaling 60 hours 

and 21 minutes – and set the record for most time spent in space by a U.S. astronaut at 665 days. 

Whitson’s time on the ground at NASA was no less groundbreaking. She served as chief of the 

astronaut corps from 2009 to 2012, becoming both the first woman to hold the position and the first 

non-military astronaut corps chief. 

“Peggy is a classmate and a friend, and she will be deeply missed,” said Pat Forrester, current chief 

of the Astronaut Office. “Along with her record setting career, she leaves behind a legacy of her 

passion for space.” 

Find Whitson’s complete biography at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/peggy-a-whitson 

 

§ 

 

Seeking applicants for Col. Francis S. Gabreski and LTC Alphonse Parisi Scholastic Grants—Eligible 

applicants for our $1,000.00 Scholastic Grant program are high school seniors going on to college. 

Applicants must have a military connection to apply. Examples include: a dependent of an 

active-duty military member, ANG/NG member or other reserve component member. Students with 

relatives who are veterans are also eligible. Students can go to our web page at LIAFA.org to see if 

they qualify and to download an application (click on “Scholastic Grant Application”, then click on 

“Grant Application” and finally click on “Grant Application” again). Please note that the application 

form must be printed and mailed. The deadline for applying is June 30th. 

 

 

Taps 

 
Ken Johansen, 52, of Doylestown, Pennsylvania, a professional airline pilot, former U.S. Navy 

aviator and member of the GEICO Skytypers Air Show Team, was killed in a plane crash on 

May 30. His plane, a World War II-era North American SNJ-2 (AKA T-6 Texan), crashed shortly 

after takeoff from Republic Airport in Farmingdale. He had been on his way with five other 

planes to an air show in Maryland. Nobody on the ground was injured. The Skytypers have taken 

part in LIAFA’s annual Pearl Harbor Memorial Ceremony for many years. Ken was the son of 

Robert Johansen, a flight leader with the Skytypers, and leaves behind a wife and two children. 

The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating the cause of the accident. 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/peggy-a-whitson

